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CHAPTER 6
PARKS, RECREATION & COMMUNITY FACILITIES  

An overview of park, recreation and community facilities found in the Township is as follows:  

State Owned Parks and Properties 
Kennedy Park is located on the Lake Michigan Shoreline on US 31 North. The park is owned 
and operated by the State of Michigan. Improvements include a parking area, vault toilets, a 
pump for drinking water, a picnic area and parking for a scenic view of the lake. A public boat 
launch with a gravel parking area is located east of Kennedy Park near the intersection of U.S. 
31 and Burgess Road. A public access with a boat launch to Susan Lake is located near Old 
U.S. 31. 

Township Parks/Recreation Facilities  
Public access to Lake Michigan is available at three road ends: 1) near Nine Mile Point; 2) at 
Townline Road, and; 3) at Bayside Park, an undeveloped parcel, suitable for foot traffic.  

Public access to Lake Charlevoix is available at the end of Maple Grove Road and the end of 
Eastern Avenue near Pine Point on the Township border. The Eastern Avenue access point 
was improved by the township in cooperation with the Pine Point Association and the Charlevoix 
County Road Commission. This access includes a swimming beach and picnic area.   

The Charlevoix Swimming Pool is owned and operated by the non-profit group Friends of the 
Pool and is open to the public.  

Conservancy Land  
Thirteen parcels of lakefront, woodland and/or wetland, totaling approximately 460 acres, have 
been acquired by the Little Traverse Conservancy from private owners, either as donations or 
by purchase.  The Dixon Conservancy is located on Oyster Bay. The Loeb Conservancy is 
located on Lake Michigan. The Ransom Nature Conservancy on Maple Grove Road overlooks 
both Lake Michigan and Lake Charlevoix, and includes a hardwood forest with hiking trails 
maintained for public use. The most recently protected preserve in the Township is the Nathan 
Barry Driggers Memorial Preserve located along the Boyne City-Charlevoix Road, which was 
established as a preserve in 2007.  The conservancy preserve properties are open to the public.  

The Greensky Church off of Old U.S. 31 North is on the National Register of Historic Sites. This 
historic Native American gathering site, and later mission, is maintained by the Methodist 
Church for the public.

Additionally, approximately 885 acres are protected under conservation easements.  The 
easement properties are not open to the public. 

Cemeteries
Two cemeteries are located in Hayes Township. Undine Cemetery on the Boyne City Road is 
maintained by the township. Greensky Cemetery is located on property known as Greensky Hill. 
Now under the jurisdiction of the United Methodist Church of Horton Bay, this is a landmark 
burial ground of the Chippewa people. An unmarked ancient Native American burial site exists 
to the north of Division Road across the railroad tracks off Townline Road, north of Bay Shore.  
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Private Recreational Facilities  
The Charlevoix Rod and Gun Club, which is approximately 106 acres, is a firearms range open 
to members and their guests.  

The Susan Shores Subdivision Park at Susan Lake is private, open to members and guests. 
This private park provides picnic and playground facilities. Michigan Shores Subdivision 
provides picnic and playground facilities site on the Lake Michigan shoreline.  

Camp Seagull is a private summer camp located on Lake Charlevoix east of Burgess Road and 
is 20 acres in size. 

Dunmaglas, a privately owned golf course, is open to the public, with over 700 acres in the total 
development. 

Police, Fire & Emergency Medical Services  
Police protection is provided by the Charlevoix County Sheriff’s Department and Michigan State 
Police. Fire Protection is provided by the Charlevoix Township Fire Department. A building 
housing a pumper and tanker owned by Charlevoix Township is located on property adjacent to 
the Hayes Township Hall.

Dry hydrants, tapping on-site water sources, are located at Horton Creek on the Boyne City 
Road; at Horton Creek and Church Road; at Stolt Road and Horton Creek; on Shrigley Road 
near Susan Lake; at the Boyne City Road Park on Susan Lake; and at Burnett Road and Upper 
Bay Shore. In addition, an existing pond at LexaLite on US 31 North serves as a water source. 
Additional dry hydrants will be installed throughout the township, based on future fire committee 
recommendations.  

The City of Charlevoix Fire Department and Allied EMS, provide ambulance service to the 
township. Patients are transported to either Charlevoix Area Hospital in Charlevoix, or the 
Northern Michigan Hospital in Petoskey.  

Schools
The Township is served by three School Districts. The majority of township children attend 
Charlevoix Public Schools. The eastern portion of the township is within the Boyne City Public 
School District. The Bay Shore area is within the Petoskey Public School District.  Additionally, 
some students from the township attend area private or charter schools in Charlevoix, Boyne 
City and Petoskey. 

Public Utilities
Electrical service is provided by Great Lakes Energy, which maintains one transformer in the 
township. Telephone service is provided by AT&T. A natural gas line enters the township at its 
southeastern corner, with service provided by DTE. 

A cable television company offers service to some areas of the township, but most households 
depend on rooftop antennas or, in a few cases, satellite dish antennas.   Internet service is 
available from a number of providers. 

Sewage Disposal & Water Supply  
Most township residents and businesses rely on private septic systems for sewage disposal. 
The Charlevoix Country Club is serviced by the Charlevoix Township water supply system and 
the City of Charlevoix’s municipal sewage system. The Pine Point subdivision is also served by 
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the City’s sewage system. The City of Petoskey’s system extends to the Bay Harbor PUD in 
Resort Township, approaching but not serving Hayes Township from the east.  


