
Spring Clean-up 
Curbside spring clean-up for Hayes Township 

Residents is June 14-17, 2017. PLEASE do not place 
items for pickup curbside until after Memorial Day 
to help keep our Township looking beautiful for the 
holiday.  It may take several days for all areas in the 
Township to be picked up but your items must be out 
by 7:00 a.m. on Wednesday, June 14. Items that can be 
recycled, such as, but not limited to, TVs, computers, 
appliances and other electronics will NOT be picked 
up. Rocks, chunks of concrete, asphalt, brush, yard 
waste, building materials, tires and all hazardous 
waste such as paint, chemicals, herbicides and 
insecticides will also NOT be picked up. Metal items 
may be placed out for scrappers to pick up but they 
are your responsibility and will NOT be picked up as 
part of the spring clean-up.

Dates for the Charlevoix County Hazardous 
Household Waste disposal will be June 16 & 17. 
For information on Charlevoix County recycling 
and Hazardous Household Waste disposal contact 
Charlevoix County Administration office:   
231-237-0156.  Reuse, recycle and donate. Please 
email clerk@hayestownshipmi.gov or call  
231-547-6961 if you have any questions.
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Fund Raising
In 1872 Yellowstone became the 

first national park for the enjoyment 
of the general public.  It was a piece 
of wilderness and wildlife saved 
from development. It was justified 
by a simple realization that the 
public needed “a place to escape 
the increasingly urban places that 
resulted from industrialization 
and the popularization of the 
automobile”.  If you can imagine 
the need to escape industrialization 
and the popularization of the 
automobile in 1872, take a moment 
and think about the changes that 
have taken place since that time in 
history.

A little more than 3 years 
ago, Hayes Township had an 
opportunity, on a much smaller 
scale, to acquire a place for its 

residents and visitors to escape 
and enjoy a breath-taking and 
natural setting. The park is twenty 
acres and fourteen hundred feet of 
shoreline on the most beautiful lake 
in Michigan, Lake Charlevoix. It is a 
place where families can gather and 
make a lifetime of memories, where 
they can go to escape traffic, jobs, 
cell phones and the complicated, 
congested lives we have.

Since acquiring the park, Hayes 
Township has been working on 
financing and engineering plans 
to construct an access road to the 
lakeshore. A boat launch and fishing 
pier are also in the final stages 
of engineering. The Township is 
hoping that bids will go out yet this 
winter with construction to begin 
this spring and summer.

In addition to the large Michigan 
Natural Resources Trust Fund land 
grant for acquisition of the park, 
the DNR Waterways Commission, 
the Great Lakes Fishery Trust, the 
Land and Water Conservation Fund 
and the Charlevoix County Millage 
Appropriation Fund have seen what 
is proposed for Hayes Township 
Park Camp Sea-Gull and want to 
be part of this exciting adventure.  
They have approved more than 
$912,000.00. 

But this is just a small part of the 
adventure.  Most of you are aware 
that the non-motorized bike trail 
between Charlevoix and Boyne City 
will be passing by the park. Part of 
the plans for the park includes a 
trailhead with restrooms, parking, 
shelter, benches and bike rack 
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Zoning
A priority of the Township is to see that 

the Zoning Ordinance is administered 
fairly and even-handedly.   The residents 
of Hayes Township for many years have 
been concerned over the water quality of 
our lakes and associated water ways.  A 
significant part of ensuring our continued 
high water quality is to have in place a 
shoreline protection strip consisting of 
vegetation which naturally occurs in this 
area.  Well fertilized grass does not meet 
the criteria for vegetation to maintain an 
effective shoreline protection strip. 

An area of emphasis in 2017 will be 
the review of historical photos and other 

Township Social Media
Need copies of minutes or ordinances? 

The Township maintains a web page with 
office hours, contact names and numbers, 
agendas, approved minutes from 2013 
to present, meeting notices and just 
about everything that is related to Hayes 
Township. If you opt to subscribe to our 
page you will receive event notices, news 
releases and special meeting notices as they 
are posted. Our web page can be found at 
hayestownshipmi.gov. 

We also have a facebook page for the 
Township and for Hayes Township Park 
Camp Sea-Gull. Both pages are great places 
to find information regarding events in the 
Township.

Hayes Township 

Community Survey
Since the 1990s, the Hayes Township Zoning Ordinance has had 

regulations that pertain specifically to properties that abut Lake 
Charlevoix, Lake Michigan, and Susan Lake, known as Section 3.14 
“Waterfront Regulations.” 

This survey is being conducted to determine the level of awareness 
that property owners have of these regulations, and to explore options 
for future consideration. As a Hayes Township property owner, your 
participation and insight will be invaluable to the Hayes Township 
Planning Commission and the Board of Trustees.

Please take the on-line survey at the following link:

http://hayestownship.bria2.net/community-survey/

Paper copies of the survey will also be available at the office of 
Township Clerk.

Zoning Board of Appeals
The Hayes Township Zoning Board of Appeals currently has three 

positions available, one permanent member and two alternate 
members.  This is a unique and important opportunity for anyone 
interested in being involved and making a difference in your 
community.

The Zoning Board of Appeals reviews requests from the public 
in which many cases their property and/or the structures on their 
property do not quite fit within the scope of the Zoning Ordinance. It 
may grant variances from the strict letter of the ordinance if practical 
difficulty or unnecessary hardship would result in conforming to the 
ordinance.  In addition, the spirit of the ordinance must be observed, 
public safety served, and substantial justice done.

It’s a great time to get involved.  If you are interested in serving 
your community, please contact Ron Van Zee at (231) 497-4701 or 
supervisor@hayestownshipmi.gov.

facilities. We are also proposing natural 
hiking paths, picnicking shelters/pavilion, 
grills, playground, showers, a wetland 
boardwalk, sports fields, campfire areas 
and cabins. 

We are applying for more grants to help 
offset some the costs. However like the 
acquisition, it is impossible without you. 
Your contributions made the impossible 
possible with the purchase of the park; they 
can now make a dream come true. We are 
inviting you to join our excitement and the 
township’s vision of providing a place to 
which you want to take your family, a place 
to make lifetime memories.

Our fund raising committee has reached 
out to our surrounding communities for 
support and with your support we can 
make it happen.

You can be part of the plan. You can be 
part of the excitement. You can be part of 
the history that will be recognized, like 
Yellowstone, as a really great achievement. 

Please consider joining our dynamic 
fund raising committee. Be involved in 
our very exciting project. For questions or 
comments, please contact Hayes Township 
Supervisor, Ron VanZee at supervisor@
hayestownshipmi.gov. The park master 
plan is available on our web page 
hayestownshipmi.gov

Contributions can be made to the Hayes 
Township Camp Sea-Gull Improvement 
Fund via the Charlevoix County 
Community Foundation, P.O. Box 718, East 
Jordan, MI 49727.

Thank you for your support.
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evidence to determine where violations 
of the shoreline protection strip exist 
and work toward having the shoreline 
protection strip restored.  Hopefully, 
we will find that the entirety of the Lake 
Charlevoix, Lake Michigan and Susan 
Lake shorelines are in compliance with 
the Zoning Ordinance requirements.  For 
those that are interested in removing trees 
or other vegetation within the shoreline 
protection strip, please contact the zoning 
administrator to meet with you and review 
the ordinance provisions and to take a few 
pictures to keep on file.  This will ensure 
that you are in compliance with the Zoning 
Ordinance.


