
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT FROM HAYES TOWNSHIP REGARDING DATA CENTERS. 

 IT IS THE POSITION OF HAYES TOWNSHIP THAT DATA CENTERS ARE NOT AN APPROPRIATE LAND USE 
IN OUR TOWNSHIP. OUR PERSPECTIVE AND RESPONSIBILITY IF ANY APPLICATION FOR A LAND USE 
FOR A DATA CENTER IS EVER FILED IN HAYES TOWNSHIP IS ---  

 

The Hayes Township Board of Trustees wants to reassure the residents of Hayes Township that there have 
not been any inquiries, requests for information, plans or any application for a Data Center in Hayes 
Township. The Planning Commission included in our Master Plan, a reference to Data Centers, as 
suggested by the Charlevoix County Planning Commission. As a result, this prompted some community 
members to fear that Hayes Township was considering some “unknown plan” or “back-door” deal with a 
person or entity closely associated with a Data Center. That fear was and is groundless.  

Township attorneys across the state have encouraged their clients to take steps to study strategies and 
regulatory options BEFORE they are faced with an application for a land use application for a data center. 
In this rapidly changing environment, if we cannot outright ban a data center, we can examine every 
available method, condition, plan or safeguard to responsibly restrict or limit such use, by requiring that 
any land use for a data center must meet certain conditions, pre-requisites and safeguards before its 
application could be considered.  

We are presently operating under a one-year Moratorium, which gives Hayes Township the legal right to 
delay any response to a land use application for a data center, of which none have been received. You 
should all be aware that the Township Board with the Planning Commission appointed a Data Center 
Committee to study, research and investigate the methods through which the Township will be able to 
protect our environment from degradation, our natural resources from depletion, our infrastructure from 
overuse or excessive costs and our individual community members from intrusive noise and other 
irritants. We are certain that the Data Center Committee will thoroughly investigate this complex issue 
and will recommend safeguards to protect our natural resources, infrastructure, emergency services, 
utilities, our quality of life and rural character.  

The Township Board and the appointed Planning Commission members pledged to serve and protect our 
residents and our community, within the parameters of the law, and that is what we intend to do, i.e., by 
investigating every available option to us and implementing safe standards and conditions before any land 
use application for a Data Center is required to be reviewed by the Township.  

 
William M. Conklin 
Supervisor 
June 10, 2026 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
An E-Mail Exchange for Your Information and Review – dated June 5, 2026. 
 
To it may concern: 
  
This is my formal petition to block any build of data centers and not allow any Holtec employees onto the 
Planning Commission. Our state, community, nature, resources, etc. cannot have and do not need a data 
center! This is for our future! The younger generation's future. There's so much at stake. PLEASE do not 
allow any data centers to be built!!  
 
Kind regards,  
Champale C. 
 
Hello Champale,  
 
Thank you for expressing your concern. Your thoughts [about data centers] are mirrored by the Hayes 
Township Board and each of the Planning Commission members. The Hayes Township Board has posted 
on our website a couple of Public Service Announcements about our position about Data Centers. This a 
supplement to the prior PSAs, so the community knows the position of Hayes Township and does not 
have to wonder. Nobody within the Township (elected or non-elected) has been contacted about an 
application or been given a hint about a possible application for a land use for a Data Center in Hayes 
Township.  
 
In February [and amended in March], 2026, The Hayes Township Board passed a 1-year Moratorium 
during which no application for a Land Use for a Data Center will be considered. The Township Board 
with the Planning Commission has established a Data Center Committee which has been researching 
many ways, methods and means that the Township can legally impose conditions and safeguards for our 
environment. natural resources, neighborhood and community, as possible; so any Data Center must 
adhere and satisfy our conditions before their land use application could even be considered.  
 
There are individuals advocating that we do nothing and trust that our current Ordinance will pass muster. 
We believe that a more active role involving in-depth research is required. The Committee is studying 
every alternative to insure that the Township will be able to protect our environment, our resources and 
our individual members of our community. 
  
Rest assured, every elected official has expressed on the record that they are opposed to Data Centers. 
Each of the Planning Commission members expressed the same sentiment on the record. We just have to 
undertake the work, the required study and research to make sure that we have either an Ordinance or an 
alternative in place to thwart any forward progress of a Data Center in Hayes Township.  
 
Thanks for your e-mail. I trust you understand our position.  
 
Bill Conklin  
Supervisor, Hayes Township 
June 5, 2026 


